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Please amend the claims as follows: 
1-15. (Canceled) 

1 6. (Currently Amended) A document structure inspection method comprising the 

steps of: 

conducting a first inspection on an individual element name basis to determine whether a 
structured document is consistent with a corresponding first document structure definition 
written in a document structure definition language; 

in the case that an inconsistency occurs during the first inspection, suspending the first 
inspection and searching a document structure alteration rule library that is a collection of a 
plurality of document structure alteration rules for an applicable document structure alteration 
rule based on an inconsistent element name that appears in the structured document; 

wherein said document structure alteration rule sets a [[name]] type indicating "add" or 
"replace." an applied definition, an operation elem ent and a relevant document structure 
definition of a second document structure definition to roplaoo therewith and a name of a oocond 
docti m r nf -tmrti irr r l rfin ; ti---n t h "' is ™ be added , tire tvp a i ndicating "add" designates an element 
to be added in the second document structure defini tion and the type indicatinK "replace" 
designates an element to he replaced in the second document structure definition corresponding 
to the inconsistent element name; 

conducting a second inspection on an individual element name basis by use of [[a]] the 
second document structure definition corresponding to the inconsistent element name in [[a]] the 
document structure alteration rule found through the search; and 
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when the second inspection has reached the end of the second document structure 
definition, resuming the first inspection from the inconsistent element of The first document 
structure definition if the tvoe gfjhe used second document structure defin ition is "add" or from 
an inspection position next to the inconsistent element of the first document structure definition; 
d epending on whether the used second document atructuro definition is ono to be added or ono to 
repk** tw,.n,;th rr>n P o.ntivfllv. if the tvoe o f the, used second document structure definition is 
"replace." 

17. (Currently amended) A document structure inspection apparatus, comprising: 

means for conducting a first inspection on an individual element name basis to determine 
whether a structured document is consistent with a corresponding first document structure 
definition written in a document structure definition language; 

means for suspending the first inspection, in the case that an inconsistency occurs during 
the first inspection, and searching a document structure alteration rule library that is a collection 
of a plurality of document structure alteration rules tor an applicable document structure 
alteration rule based on an inconsistent element name that appears in the structured document; 

wherein said document structure alteration rule sets a [[name]] type indicating "add" p_r 
"re place." an applied definition, an operation element and a relevant document stru cture 
definition of a second document structure definition to roplaco thorewith and a name of a second 
d o cument -furfur- defia&eH that is tn hn r^Hnri the type indicating "add" designates an element 
io be added in the second document structur e definition and the type indicating "replace" 
designates an element to be replaced in the second doc u ment structure definition corresponding 
to the inconsistent element name; 
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means for conducting a second inspection on an individual element name basis by use of 
[[a]] the second document structure definition corresponding to the inconsistent element name in 
ffaj] the document structure alteration rule found through the search; and 

means for resuming the first inspection, when the second inspection has reached the end 
of ihe second document structure definition, from the inconsistent element of the first document 
structure definition if the type of the used secon d docum ent structure definition is "add" or from 
an inspection position next to the inconsistent element of the first document structure definition; 
depending on whether tho uood occond dooumont structure definition is one to bo oddod or one te 
icpboc thcrrvith, rT n " T "' nl y l£the «v p<"- "f the used seco nd document structure definiuonis 
"replace." 

18. (Currently amended) A program for causing a computer to implement the 
functions of: 

conducting a first inspection on an individual element name basis to determine whether a 
structured document is consistent with a corresponding first document structure definition 
written in a document structure definition language; 

in the case that an inconsistency occurs during the first inspection, suspending the first 
inspection and searching a document structure alteration rule library that is a collection of a 
plurality of document structure alteration rules for an applicable document structure alteration 
rule based on an inconsistent element name that appears in the structured document; 

wherein said document structure alteration rule sets a [[name]] tyje indicating "add" or 
"renlace." an applied definition, an operation elem e nt and a relevant document structure 
definition of a second document structure definition to replace thorowith and a name of a sooond 
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JuLum o nt :tru c t n rr d rffn i thn ' v te be nHHnH t he t y pe indicating "add" designates an element 
to he added in the second document structure definiti o n and the type indicating "replace" , 
d onates an element to be replaced in the seco nd document structure definition corresponding 

to the inconsistent element name; 

conducting a second inspection on an individual element name basis by use of [[a]] the 
second document structure definition corresponding to the inconsistent element name in [[a]] the 
document structure alteration rule found through the search; and 

when the second inspection has reached the end of the second document structure 
definition, resuming the first inspection from the inconsistent element of the first document 
structure definition if the tvoe o f the used second Hncument structure definition is "add" or from 
an inspection position next to the inconsistent element of the first document structure definition - 
depending on whether the us u d uw u ud d uu um u n e tmrtii m definition is ono to be added or one to 
replace therewith m T nr>tivnlv if the tvne o f the used second document structure definition is 
"replace." 

19-21. (Canceled) 
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